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Acura NSX shown in Spa Yellow Pearl.



A Heritage of High Performance
In accumulating dozens of Formula One Grand Prix wins and six Constructor’s World Championship
trophies, we’ve created considerable technology for going furiously fast while under strict control.
An example is the drive-by-wire throttle system on the NSX that provides rigidly precise operation. In
this photo, BAR/Honda driver Jacques Villeneuve competes for the Formula One World Championship.

Metallurgical Magic
The connecting rods in the NSX engine are made of titanium, an exotic metal that’s stronger than 
steel yet 30% lighter. It helps to reduce the reciprocating mass within the engine and allows 
an increase in usable engine speed of 700 rpm on the top end. To decrease the overall weight of 
the engine, fiber-reinforced metal replaces heavy cast-iron cylinder liners to create a tough,
wear-resistant cylinder wall that’s integral with the aluminum-alloy block.

Earth-Friendlier Exhilaration
The NSX is driving proof that truly breathtaking
performance doesn’t have to exact a heavy toll on
the environment. This stellar machine is also a
down-to-earth Low-Emission Vehicle (LEV).

FEW COULD IMAGINE THIS KIND OF POWER.

Luckily for the NSXR driver, our engineers not only

can imagine such abundant power output – they also have

the racing-bred skills and experience to make it a reality.

The 290 peak horsepower and 8000-rpm redline are

exhilarating to experience. Perhaps the greater genius of

the 3.2-liter V-6 powerplant, however, is in its remarkable

tractability. Unlike most exotics, this car is a pleasure in

stop-and-go city traffıc. Its broad, flat torque curve makes

for instant response at any engine speed, thanks to the

Variable Valve Tıming and Lift Electronic Control (VTECT)

system in combination with the unique Variable Volume

Induction System. This system uses sonic resonance within

the intake manifold to enhance cylinder charging in the

low and middle rpm ranges. In other words, energy waves

help pack more air and fuel into each intake stroke. Then,

at high speeds, the resonance is muted to let intake inertia

create a horsepower-multiplying supercharge effect. On the

exhaust side, a pair of free-flowing stainless-steel headers

hurry the spent gases out through the dual exhaust pipes.

Sheer effıciency is another area in which this truly

extraordinary engine shines. Features such as our PGM-FI

programmed fuel-injection system and direct ignition not

only contribute to impressive fuel economy, but they also

allow certifıcation as a Low-Emission Vehicle (LEV).

Plenty of deep thinking has been applied to putting

NSX power into motion. The short-throw 6-speed manual

transmission lets you keep the engine speed where you

want it no matter what the road throws your way. If the

surface gets slippery, the Traction Control System (TCS)

uses the ABS wheel-speed sensors plus a g-force sensor 

to detect impending wheelspin and reduce engine power

as needed for enhanced stability. And the torque-reactive,

limited-slip differential minimizes spinning of the inside

wheel in turns, making precise steering even easier.

Power and Torque
By concentrating their efforts on making power
in every rpm range with innovations like VTEC
and the Variable Volume Induction System, NSX
engineers have created an exotic performance car
that’s a pure pleasure to drive at any speed. The
290-hp peak entertains at 7100 rpm, and maximum
torque of 224 lbs-ft is enjoyed at 5500 rpm.
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Each Engine Is a Personal Masterpiece
Every NSX powerplant is assembled by a single
master technician. This ensures that tolerances
are held to the strictest possible standards. The
block and heads are constructed of lightweight
aluminum. And the NSX engine is designed to go
105,000 miles before its first scheduled tune-up.1

VTEC Spreads the Power Band
By switching between two distinct cam profiles on
both the intake and exhaust camshafts, Variable
Valve Timing and Lift Electronic Control (VTEC)
provides the perfect air/fuel and exhaust flow
characteristics for low-speed torque as well as
high-rpm horsepower.This innovative technology
was introduced to the U.S. on the first NSX.

07PERFORMANCEAcura NSX 3.2-liter, 290-horsepower, DOHC, VTEC V-6 engine.04



Refined Aerodynamics
Changes to the NSX shape, including the new
trunk-edge spoiler shown here, were undertaken
to further enhance performance. Analysis of the
refinements in the wind tunnel reveals a better
balance between front and rear coefficients of
lift, for even greater high-speed stability. And
the coefficient of drag has been reduced to .30.

WITH TOOLS LIKE THESE, NO WONDER RACECARS GO SO FAST.

The art and science of racing can combine to create

exhilarating advances in performance technology that are

often adapted to cars for the street. In the case of the 2002

Acura NSX, innovations born of the world’s most fıercely

competitive motorsports have been applied directly.

By using a mid-engine, cabin-forward design, NSX

engineers have created amazing balance you can feel

while accelerating, cornering and braking. They even

placed the fuel tank amidships, so the car retains its opti-

mum weight distribution regardless of how much fuel

remains.

A look at the 4-wheel independent double-wishbone

suspension further confırms this car’s exotic status. Unlike

the vast majority of cars on the road, the NSX suspension

components are made of forged aluminum alloy. While

offering great strength, this method helps reduce unsprung

weight and allows the coil springs and nitrogen-charged,

progressive-valve shock absorbers to respond more quickly

and precisely to irregularities in the road surface. And the

Formula One-inspired geometry helps maximize the tire’s

contact patch on the pavement throughout the suspension’s

range of motion, for superb traction and control. For

2002, the NSX features stiffer front springs and a beefıer

rear stabilizer bar for better roll rigidity, yaw damping,

steering balance and stability. Which is experienced as

laser-sharp turns, quicker times through the slalom course,

.90g on the skidpad and bigger smiles on your favorite

twisty roads.

While you’re out there, you’re sure to appreciate the

rack-and-pinion precision of NSX steering. An ingenious,

electric speed-sensing power-assist system varies its boost

according to road speed. So you get easy maneuvering at

parking speeds, and excellent road feel at higher veloci-

ties. 

The unit-body structure of the NSX is just as highly

advanced as its suspension. Designed with the help of a

supercomputer, this extraordinarily stiff structure is made

entirely of aluminum alloy. The resulting weight savings of

approximately 40% over a steel structure help the NSX to

perform well in every aspect. Plus, thanks to innovative

safety engineering, you can drive with supreme confıdence

in this car’s ability to help protect you. Substantial crush

zones front and rear are designed to deform progressively

in an impact, distributing energy across lateral bulkheads

and around the passenger cabin. And the massive side-sill

extrusions that help form such a rigid foundation for the

suspension also combine with beams in each of the doors

to help resist intrusion in the event of a side impact.

The NSX applies equal parts brains and brawn to

the stopping function. Each wheel boasts a large-diameter

ventilated disc brake –with two-piston calipers in front– that

combine to help slow you down with breathtaking brevity.

The redesigned front air dam channels cooling air to the

front brakes for greater resistance to fade. And to help you

retain steering control even when braking hard on wet, icy

or snow-covered surfaces, the NSX comes standard with a

4-channel/4-wheel anti-lock braking system (ABS).

4-Wheel Ventilated Disc Brakes
The NSX wears huge ventilated discs at all four
corners. The fronts measure 11.7 inches across,
while the rears are 11.9 inches in diameter. They
work with a 4-channel anti-lock braking system
(ABS) to help deliver sure steering and stopping.

All-Aluminum-Alloy Unit Body
Monumental rigidity and extremely light weight
are possible in the same structure, as proven by
the NSX unit body. Various aluminum alloys are
used, depending on their strength, hardness and
resistance to corrosion. And most of the highly
specialized welding required is done by hand.

Lightweight, Advanced Suspension System
Many major components of the NSX suspension
system are composed of forged aluminum alloy.
This gives them the strength of steel, but at just
half the weight. A unique compliance pivot (seen
at the right) allows the suspension to minimize
toe change during compression, so the steering
remains true on the most uneven of roads.

Low-Profile Performance Tires and 
Ultra-Light 17-Inch Forged-Alloy Wheels
For 2002, the NSX front wheels are larger in
diameter, with P215/40 ZR17 rubber for even
sharper steering. And in back, a pair of wider,
P255/40 ZR17 tires help transfer power into
exhilarating motion. The tread on each tire is
unidirectional to optimize handling.
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Hand-Crafted Quality
Look closely at the NSX interior and you’ll find a level of quality befitting a hand-rendered exotic.
The glove-soft leather is hand-fitted to the seats by highly skilled craftsmen to assure the greatest
comfort and durability. For 2002, NSX offers a choice of eight interior colors that are designed to
complement the exterior colors perfectly. Or you can choose any exterior color and get an Onyx
Black interior. Plus, if you select Grand Prix White, Long Beach Blue Pearl or New Formula Red as
your exterior color, you get a third interior choice – handsome Camel Leather. And three interior
motifs are available with Berlina Black: Onyx Leather, Camel Leather and Red Leather.
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ON THIS FLIGHT, FIRST CLASS IS THE ONLY WAY TO GO.

The NSX designers stayed true to their original goal

of creating a sports-car cockpit in which the people are the

center of attention. And the resulting blend of exhilarating

performance and generous luxury is unique among exotics.

For 2002, the Acura NSX offers a broad selection of

color combinations to suit your taste and style. Each one

offers the latest in state-of-the-art human engineering and

design. It starts with a pair of deeply sculpted bucket seats

covered in supple, hand-fıtted leather. The center inserts

in each seat are perforated to provide cool, well-ventilated

comfort. Both the driver’s and passenger’s seats are 4-way

power-adjustable. A tilt/telescoping steering column allows

each driver to establish the perfect position for the thick,

leather-wrapped wheel and column-mounted controls.

The forward thinking that went into designing the

interior of the NSX becomes clear the moment you attack

a curve. The ample low and mid-seat bolsters hold you

fırmly in corners while allowing unfettered access to all 

of the ergonomically designed controls. Crisp, clean shifts

result from precise placement of the short-throw 6-speed

shifter. Pedals are arranged for easy heel-toe maneuvers.

The large analog gauges give you all the information you

need at a glance. And their new blue-tinted background

and white numerals present a highly contemporary look.

Power windows, side mirrors and door locks are

standard, as is the Automatic Climate Control System that

will maintain your selected temperature no matter what

the weather’s like. To enhance your audio pleasure, the

NSX comes with the Acura/BoseR Music System with an

AM/FM stereo cassette and 165 watts of pure power. The

system has been designed to be a perfect match for the

unique acoustics of the NSX interior.

Opening your NSX to the sky is a snap. Rotating a

lever on each side of the aluminum top releases it, so one

person can easily lift it off. A clever storage space beneath

the glass engine cover lets you readily take the top along

without infringing on trunk space. 

Whether the top is on or off, the alarm system is on

the job. Locking the door arms the system, so any attempt

to tamper with the doors, engine cover, trunk or hood is

met with a shrill response. And the ignition system also

features electronic immobilizer technology. If the properly

coded ignition key isn’t used, your NSX simply won’t start.

To help ensure your peace of mind on the road, dual

air bags* are ready to deploy in a suffıcient frontal impact.

The 3-point seat belts are equipped with a pretensioning

system that removes belt slack in an impact to help hold

you securely. And energy-absorbing surfaces within the

cockpit serve to provide further confıdence that the NSX

is well-prepared to take on an uncertain world.

*Acura reminds you and your passengers to fasten your seat belts.



Acura NSX interior shown with perforated Onyx Leather.
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GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS

Recommended Fuel Premium Unleaded 91 octane4

EPA Estimated Fuel Mileage5 (city/highway) 17/24

Fuel Tank Capacity 18.5 U.S. gallons (70.0 liters)

Crankcase Refıll Capacity, including fılter 5.3 U.S. quarts (5.0 liters)

Cooling System Capacity 16.9 U.S. quarts (16.0 liters)

EPA Passenger Volume 48.9 cu ft

EPA Estimated Cargo Volume 5.0 cu ft

Minimum Ground Clearance 5.1 in (130 mm)

Curb Weight 3153 lbs (1430 kg)

Weight Distribution (% front/rear) 41/59

Headroom 36.3 in (922 mm)

Legroom 44.3 in (1125 mm)

Hiproom 53.8 in (1367 mm)

Shoulder Room 52.5 in (1334 mm)

SCHEMATICS

WARRANTY

Vehicle: 4-year/50,000-mile limited warranty2

Outer Body Rust-Through: 5-year/unlimited-mile

limited warranty2

Accessories: 4-year/50,000-mile limited warranty3

3.2-Liter V-6 Engine: No scheduled tune-ups

required for 105,000 miles1

EXTERIOR FEATURES

• Removable roof panel, with onboard storage 

• All-aluminum unit-body construction

• Forged alloy wheels

• High-performance unidirectional tires

• Body-integrated rear spoiler and air foil

• Power-operated, body-colored outside mirrors

• Heat-rejecting green-tinted glass

• Body-colored front and rear bumpers

• Power antenna

• Dual-outlet exhaust

• 4-coat, 4-bake paint process

ENGINE

Engine Type Aluminum-alloy V-6

Displacement (liters) 3.2

Horsepower @ rpm (SAE net) 290 @ 7100

Torque (lbs-ft @ rpm) 224 @ 5500

Valvetrain 24-valve, DOHC VTECT

Compression Ratio 10.2:1

Redline (rpm) 8000

Fuel System PGM-FI multi-point injection with
Variable Volume Induction System

Ignition System Electronic direct

Emission System LEV

DRIVETRAIN

6-Speed Manual*

Gear 1ST Ratio (:1) 3.066

2ND 1.956

3RD 1.428

4TH 1.125

5TH 0.914

6TH 0.717

REVERSE 3.186

FINAL DRIVE 4.062

*Automatic transmission available. See Acura.com or your dealer for more information.

HERE’S AN EXOTIC TREAT FOR YOUR RATIONAL SIDE.

INTERIOR FEATURES

• Deeply bolstered perforated leather-trimmed seats

• 4-way power driver’s and passenger’s seat adjustment

• Automatic Climate Control System

• Acura/BoseR Music System with four speakers, AM/FM cassette,

FM diversity antenna and 165-watt continuous power

• Theft-deterrent system with electronic immobilizer

• Power windows with key-off feature

• Power door locks

• Blue-faced gauges

• Rear window defroster

• Side window defoggers

• Fully adjustable steering column (tilt and telescoping)

• Variable intermittent windshield wipers

• Cruise control

• Full-length center console

• Full carpeting in cargo area

• Carpeted floor mats

• Remote trunk, hatch and fuel-fıller-door releases

• Dual beverage holders

• Available body-color-matched interior trim

46.1"

99.6"

174.2"71.3"

F.P.O.

CHASSIS

Body Type Aluminum unit body

Suspension 4-wheel, independent, 
aluminum double-wishbone

Stabilizer Bar (front/rear) 18.3 mm tubular/19.1 mm tubular

Steering Electric, variable power-assist rack-and-pinion

Turning Circle, Curb to Curb 38.1 ft

Brakes Power-assisted, 4-wheel
ventilated disc with ABS

Wheels 17" alloy

Tıres (front) P215/40 ZR17 All-Season radials

(rear) P255/40 ZR17 All-Season radials

SAFETY FEATURES

• Driver’s and front passenger’s air bag supplemental 

restraint system (SRS)

• 3-point seat belts with automatic pretensioners

• 4-channel anti-lock braking system (ABS)

• Traction Control System (TCS)

• Xenon High-Intensity Discharge (HID) projector-beam headlights

• Side-impact door beams

• Front and rear energy-absorbing crumple zones

• Emergency trunk opener

Sport-Oriented Instrumentation
Large analog gauges communicate critical data
instantly. These gauge faces have a blue-tinted
background and white numerals to give the
panel a sharp, stylish appearance.

High-Intensity Discharge (HID) Headlights
New for 2002, these projector-beam headlights
use xenon gas to create an intense, blue-white
beam of light. In fact, they provide 132% greater
illumination than the previous headlight design.

Onboard Top Storage
The glass engine cover raises to allow access
to a clever storage space for the lightweight
top. In mere minutes, you can convert your NSX
to an open-air road machine – or return it to a
weather-tight hardtop as conditions change.

Dual Front Air Bags
In the event of a sufficient frontal impact, the
NSX will deploy dual front air bags designed to
provide controlled deceleration of occupants
and help reduce the possibility of serious injury.
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Your Acura dealer appreciates your selection.
At Acura, we believe that our commitment to
you begins the moment you drive away with your
new Acura automobile. Which is why every Acura
is covered by a full 4-year/50,000-mile limited
warranty.2 And should your Acura ever require
service, rest assured that the technicians at your
Acura dealer have been trained to the highest
standards and are thoroughly familiar with
every facet of your Acura automobile. Our goal
is simple: we want to ensure that you enjoy your
Acura now and for many years to come.



TOTAL  LUXURY CARE – OWNER BENEFITS.

Acura’s commitment to your satisfaction doesn’t end with delivery of 

a world-class automobile. It only begins there. We’ve developed a broad range 

of services designed to help you enjoy your new vehicle and provide assistance

should you need it. Fırst and foremost, every new Acura vehicle is covered 

by a 4-year/50,000-mile limited warranty.2 Every Acura also comes with Total

Luxury CareT (TLC), a collection of special services and privileges offered 

exclusively to Acura customers.

24-Hour Roadside Assistance
This service is available everywhere in the continental United States, day or night, every day 
of the year. Just call the toll-free number and assistance is on its way.

24-Hour Towing
If you encounter a mechanical problem, we’ll send a tow truck and bring your vehicle to 
the nearest Acura dealer or qualified repair facility.

Acura Concierge – Complete Travel Service 
If you need help planning the route of a trip, or need assistance or information, Acura
Concierge Service is ready to lend a hand. In an emergency, Acura Concierge Service can
help you with many logistical details, and will even relay up to three urgent messages
to people on your behalf.

Acura.com
Visit our Web site for the latest information,
specifications, MSRPs, photos, special offers
and more. You can “design” your own Acura
and personalize it with genuine accessories.
Plus, you can apply for financing, check out
dealer inventories and request a price quote
through an Internet-certified Acura dealer
by clicking through to
eAcura.com.

Acura Care
Additional peace of mind can be acquired
with the Acura Care Program, which pro-

1-800-to-Acura
If you’re interested in obtaining information
on Acura automobiles, accessories, programs
or services, please call our toll-free number:
1-800-to-acura. We’re there to assist you
24 hours a day, every day of the year.

See your local dealer for details about the privileges of

ownership, which include Total Luxury Care (TLC), Acura

Roadside Assistance and Concierge Service.

c2001 Acura Division of American Honda Motor Co., Inc.

Acura, NSX,Total Luxury Care (TLC) and VTEC are trademarks

of Honda Motor Co., Ltd. Specifications, features, illustrations

and equipment shown in this catalog are based upon the latest

available information at the time of publication. Although

descriptions are believed to be correct, accuracy cannot be

guaranteed. American Honda Motor Co., Inc., reserves the

right to make changes at any time, without notice or obligation,

in colors, specifications, accessories, materials and models.

Covered by patent rights issued and/or pending. Acura reserves

the right to limit TLC services or reimbursements to any owner

or driver when, in the judgment of Acura,the claims become

excessive in frequency or type of occurrence. Acura also reserves

the right to alter or withdraw the Acura Roadside Assistance

Program, or any other part of the Acura TLC Program, at any

time without notice. Grandstand photo by Jim Argon. Make 

an intelligent decision. Fasten your seat belt.

1Does not apply to fluid and filter changes or periodic 

inspections. Please refer to the maintenance section of your

owner’s manual to determine all appropriate maintenance

intervals. 2Ordinary maintenance items or adjustments, parts

subject to normal wear and replacement, and certain other

items are excluded. See your Acura dealer for the terms and

conditions of limited warranties. 3 When installed at the time

of new-vehicle delivery. 4 Gasoline with an octane number

lower than 91 may be used, with reduced performance. 5Use

for comparison purposes only. Your mileage may vary.

ACCESSORIES

6-Disc Trunk-Mounted CD Changer
For hours of uninterrupted musical bliss, add
this remotely operated CD changer. It works
with the standard Acura/BoseR Music System
controls, and the NSX comes prewired for it.

Genuine Acura Accessories
Keyless entry system
Car cover
Embroidered trunk mat
Wheel locks
Engine block heater

Acura accessories provide the opportunity 
to make each NSX a clear reflection of its
driver. And each accessory is built to the 
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ACCESSORIES

6-Disc Trunk-Mounted CD Changer
For hours of uninterrupted musical bliss, add
this remotely operated CD changer. It works
with the standard Acura/BoseR Music System
controls, and the NSX comes prewired for it.

Genuine Acura Accessories
Keyless entry system
Car cover
Embroidered trunk mat
Wheel locks
Engine block heater

See your Acura dealer for a complete list of accessories.

Acura accessories provide the opportunity 
to make each NSX a clear reflection of its
driver. And each accessory is built to the 



IT’S NEVER AS SIMPLE AS BLACK AND WHITE.
Your Acura purchase is an investment – an investment in high quality and driving 

satisfaction. To ensure that the pride and enjoyment of owning your Acura remain as 

satisfying years from now as they are the day you take delivery, we envelop the precisely

crafted bodywork in a hard, glass-smooth exterior fınish that’s every bit as durable as it is

beautiful. And because you’ll want to personalize your new Acura to suit your individual

taste, we offer you an impressive selection of handsome exterior colors – each specifıcally

chosen to enhance the timeless design of your Acura and carefully coordinated with fıne

interior materials in complementary hues.

SpaYellow Pearl Imola Orange Pearl New Formula Red Camel Leather

White Leather Silver Leather Onyx Leather Blue Leather

EXTERIOR COLORS &

INTERIOR LEATHERS

Yellow Leather Orange Leather Red Leather Onyx Leather

Grand Prix White Silverstone Metallic Berlina Black Long Beach Blue Pearl

Exterior Colors Interior Colors

Grand Prix White White/Onyx/Camel

Silverstone Metallic Silver/Onyx

Berlina Black Onyx/Camel/Red

Long Beach Blue Pearl Blue/Onyx/Camel

Spa Yellow Pearl Yellow/Onyx

Imola Orange Pearl Orange/Onyx

New Formula Red Red/Onyx/Camel
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